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FROM THE TOP OF THE HILL 


Looks like you are stuck with the same officers 
for next year. Thank you, officers, for your 
commitment. 


Welcome back, Frank, KG6N. Good to have 
you with us. 


Looking toward to next year, | would like to be 
able to present interesting topics at our 
meetings, so if you have any thoughts on the 
types of programs you would like to see, let me 
or any officers know. 


Ken and | will be attending the ARRL 
leadership meeting on Sat. the 11th. This a 
good opportunity to air our concerns with the 
league. 


The Young Eagles program will resume in 
January. 


We will be deciding on two proposals next 
year. One is to replace the club's FT 950 
because the display is not readable in 

daylight. The other is to buy inexpensive 2m, 
440Mhz handheld transceivers to give to newly 
licensed club members. Give it some thought, 
so we make good decisions. 


Here a very interesting link to an Army training 
film for CW operators, 


http://www. youtube.com/watch ?v=Li8Hiwbc664 


&NR=1 


The ARRL ten meter contest is on Dec. 
14th. The propagation predictions look pretty 
good. 


December 2013 


The high school electronics program is coming 
along well. So far, the students have 
assembled an FM radio transmitter and have 
connected it to a microphone. Our next project 
is to use a 555 timing chip to transmit some 
telemetry. Possibly for next semester, we will 
introduce the Arduino. 


Wishing you all a very Merry Christmas and a 
Happy New Year. 


73, Jim, KEUUW 


NEXT MEETING 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 


Hope to see you all at our annual 
Christmas party at Mary's Pizza in 
Boyes Springs. 

Try to arrive at 6:00pm. A quartet will 
entertain us at 6:20pm. 

Besides the drawing for $100, there will 
be other prizes for the lucky ones. 


Minutes of November 20, 2013 


Meeting was called to order at 7:35ish PM by 
our esteemed President, Jim Hill, KEUUW 


Members present at the meeting were: 
K6UUW, (Jim), KD6FIL (Dave), KG6QNT 
(Eileen) , NGKM (Ken), KIGUNU (Moe), 
KF6FZM (Dick), W1EJ (Ed), KK6CGQ 
(Suzanne), K6KLL (Alan), N7PIB (San), NU6E 
(Stan), W1USO (Richard), KJ6QIQ (Scott), 
WD6BOR (Darrel), WB6TMH (Mike), KA2QQO 
(Declan). 


Guests: KH6GUV (Bill), KEDGN (Jason), 
KA3JAQ (Frank) 


Minutes were approved with no corrections 
again. 


Report from officers: 


President: Vice President, Frank KG6N, is 
moving back to Sonoma and is looking for a 
rental. If anyone knows of one, please let 
Frank know. 


Treasurer, Eileen, KG6QNT: we currently 
have $2015.00 dollars in the bank. We have a 
positive cash flow of $33.92 for the year. Dues 
are due. 


ACS: ACS Roster/Frequency business cards 
were passed out. There is a sign up for net 
control for ACS going around. There will be a 
drill between now and the end of the year. 
There is a level 2 training scheduled for the 
Coast and another scheduled for the Sonoma 
area sometime in February. On January 13 
there will be a message handling class with Bill 
Hillendahl. The location is to be announced. 
K6UUW was scheduling with KIGJNU and 


KJ6QIQ to visit the ACS stations at the Fire 
stations. 


Secretary: Dave, KD6FIL: Need to request an 
insurance rider for use of the Vets Building for 
the Hamfest. 


Website: Is current and looking good. 


Training: The class at the High School is 
moving forward. VOMARC donated 10 
soldering stations to the High School for the 
class. The group has built an FM oscillator and 
now has added audio to it. In a future class 
they will be building on this. 


Old Business 


Radio Replacement: KEUUW and N6KM went 
to Ham Radio Outlet to look at radios that 
might replace the FT950. Jim took a bright 
spotlight to shine at the display to make sure it 
can be seen in bright light, which is the 
problem with the FT950. They found 3 radios 
that would fit the bill. The Icom 7200, the 
Yaesu FT1200 and the Kenwood TS590. More 
discussion in the future. 


Christmas Party: The Christmas Party is 
scheduled for Wednesday, December 11 at 
6PM. Entertainment is scheduled for 6:20PM. 


Radios for New Hams: There was an 
extended discussion about purchasing $30 
BaoFeng UV-5R Dual Band handheld radios 
and giving them to new hams that pass the test 
at a VOMARC VE Session and join VOMARC. 
The question was whether that will keep the 
new hams active. It was pointed out that it 
would be more beneficial to mentor and get 
new hams to participate in events (i.e.: Invite 
them to join you when you volunteer for an 
event). The radio would be a secondary 
benefit. This discussion will be continued at a 
future meeting. 

Young Eagles: No Young Eagles in 
December. The next one is January 12 


New Business 


New officers for VOMARC: The existing 
officers were reelected by a landslide. 
President: Jim Hill, KE UUW; Vice President, 
Frank Wiebusch, KG6N; Treasurer, Eileen 
Adams, KG6QNT; Secretary, Dave Dammuller, 
KD6FIL. 


The next meeting is December 11 and will be 
the annual Christmas Party. 


The meeting was adjourned at 8:05 PM. 


The program for the evening was Radio 
Control Aircraft using ham frequencies by 
Jason K6DGN. 


—Respecifully submitted, Dave, KD6FIL 
Philippines Disaster Update 


—as of November 16 


More than a week after being hit by Typhoon 
Haiyan (Yolanda) in one of the worst natural 
disasters in recent history, survivors of the 
central Philippines have basic needs of food, 
water and medicine, shelter, evacuation, 
communication and power. 


The Philippines Amateur Radio Association 
(PARA) and its Ham Emergency Radio 
Operation (HERO) network continue providing 
emergency communications, and at the 
request of authorities is starting to expand its 
locations and facilities. Ramon Anquilan, 
DU1UGZ, Vice Chief Operating Officer of 
PARA, confirms that HERO stations are 
continuing to work. He thanks the world for 
keeping 7.095 MHz clear for urgent traffic. 


Working with the National Telecommunications 
Commission (NTC), and the National Disaster 
Risk Reduction and Management Council 
(NDRRMC), PARA is looking at potential 
sources for needed communications 
equipment. PARA also had two representatives 
present at a meeting chaired by the 
Commissioner of NTC, Gamaliel A. Cordoba. 


Anquilan said the NTC has requested that 
communications coverage from Borongan be 
expanded to the adjacent town and further. 
The idea is to set up an HF station in the 
farthest town that can be accessed. "Given the 
new task that NTC wants us to meet, we will be 
needing stations that can be deployed and 
dismantled at a moment's notice. On the 
excellent offer of the ARRL, | have requested it 
to provide at least four HF stations anda 
repeater." 


Anquilan said that the PARA/HERO effort "is 
going now to the difficult phase. The operators 


that are needed should come from the outside 
because our locals will not budge from their 
locations as they have to fend for themselves 
and their families - they are victims too of this 
disaster. There are other willing radio amateurs 
but usually they don't have the proper 
equipment." 


Anquilan reported that in one of the worst hit 
areas of Tacloban (where 90% of its buildings 
have been lost), the Negros Oriental Radio 
Assistance Dumaguete (NORAD7) team is on 
its way to provide an additional HF station. 
"The team is bringing much needed relief 
goods along with operators Rey Boy Manaay, 
4D7DSW, and Eric Mite, DW7DTR, who are 
trained in rescue. Experienced operator Darwin 
Torres, 4F1FZE, is joining the efforts at 
Tacloban and is expected to improve VHF 
coverage in the area, and extend HF coverage 
as well. Torres is embedded with a relief team 
from Manila." 


The Philippines Amateur Radio Association 
and its HERO network have a long road ahead 
as it slowly gains the necessary resources for 
its operations. -- Jim Linton, VK3PC, 
Chairman, IARU Region 3 Disaster 
Communications Committee 


(from ARRL Newsletter) 
—submitted by Jim KEUUW 


Special event stations 
educate, entertain 


—By Dan Romanchik, KB6NU 


| like special event stations. | enjoy operating 
them and making contact with them. Whenever 
| operate WA2HOM, our club station at the Ann 
Arbor (MI) Hands-On Museum, one of the first 
things | do is to search for special event 
stations. 


One of the reasons | enjoy operating special 
event stations is that it's educational. For 
example, on November 17, | worked W4D in 
Mayaguez, Puerto Rico. They were 
commemorating the 520th anniversary of the 
discovery by Europeans of the island of Puerto 
Rico. As a result, | learned that on November 
19, 1493 Christopher Columbus landed on the 


Legends Quiz #3: Who was that Hero? 


By Jim Schock Name the lead character in these old radio ciaasics. 
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island, naming it San Juan Bautista in honor of 
Saint John the Baptist, a name that was later 
changed to Puerto Rico (rich port). 


Working special event stations is also 
entertaining. Most times when you work a 
special event station, you can tell that they're 
having a good time. One time, | worked W4B, 
operating from the Kentucky Bourbon Festival. 
Now, those guys were really having a great 
time! 


How do you find special event stations? 


One way to find special event stations is to just 
tune around. Most special event stations will be 
operating at least a 20m phone station, so take 
a look at that band first. Also, consult the 
special event stations listings in QST or on the 
ARRL website (http://www.arrl.org/special- 
event-stations). KE2YK also has a special 
events page 


(http://ke2yk.wordpress.com/special-event- 
station-events/). 


In addition to working special event stations, 
you should consider organizing and operating 
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2013.” Created by Jim: Schock and used with his permission, Enjoy. 


one of your own. For the past two years, 
several members of our Rotary Club who are 
also amateur radio operators have operated 
W8P on the third weekend in February, which 
commemorates the founding of the Rotary 
Club and helps spread the word about the End 
Polio Now campaign 
(http://www.endpolio.org/). It was not only fun 
to do this, but | think that we helped raise 
awareness about polio around the world. 


Whatever your reason for holding a special 
event, you'll want to be somewhat 
knowledgeable about your topic. For example, 
if you decide to set up a special event station 
at the local Rutabaga Festival, you might want 
to know how long they've been having the 
festival, how many pounds of rutabagas are 
produced by local farms and around the U.S., 
and maybe even find a couple of rutabaga 
recipes that you could send out to stations that 
work you. 


When he's not working special event stations, 
Dan, KB6NU enjoys building kits and working 
CW. For more information about his operating 


activities and his "No-Nonsense" series of 
amateur radio license study guides, go to 
KB6NU.Com or e-mail cwgeek@kb6nu.com. 


This is an important part of the 
story we need to emphasize to non-hams, new 
hams, and, yes, to each other. Ham radio is 
almost unique in that it demands a connection 
to exist. Regardless of whether your contact is 
over the poles on HF, via the Moon on UHF, or 
across the parking lot at millimeter 
wavelengths, it takes two to tango. Thus each 
of us, no matter what our operating or technical 
preferences, has much in common with every 
other ham. 


During this era of wide and deep technological 
and social changes to our landscape, we must 
remember that the fundamentals underlying 
ham radio - summarized in the Basis and 
Purpose of FCC Part 97.1 - serve to unite us 
and remind us where the Good Arrow points. 
Those fundamentals are what we will carry into 
the future, through solar maxima and minimum, 
as digital and analog signals, at all frequencies 
and in all directions. 


In the face of change, let's not nit-pick things to 
death. The endless arguments about the most 
pure and true will never be resolved and only 
serve to divide us. Remember our 
accomplishments but use them as a guide to 
future exploration and successes. Don't let 
them be an anchor to the past. Instead of 
looking for things to complain about, count your 
ham radio blessings as reasons to share your 
enthusiasm, celebrating this exceptional hobby 
and our places within it. 


73, Ward NOAX 

(from ARRL contest bulletin) 
—submitted by Jim KEUUW 

THE RETURN OF THE VACUUM TUBE 


Check out this new bit of 


research, http://news.sciencemag.org/physics/ 
2012/05/return-vacuum-tube 


(from ARRL Contest Update) 
—submitted by Jim KBUUW 


THE VOMARC WIRELESS 
VOLUME 17 EDITION 9 


A publication of VOMARC, the Valley of the Moon 
Amateur Radio Club — W6AJF 


Frank C. Jones — W6AJF 
Honorary President in Perpetuity 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 

Jim Hill, KEQUW — President, Training Officer 

Dave Dammuller, KD6FIL — Secretary 

Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Treasurer 

Mike Miller, WB6TMH — Radio Officer 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — ACS Unit Leader 

Sanford Smith, N7PIB — VE Liaison 

Jim Hill, KEUUW — Elmer Coordinator 

Ken McTaggart, N6KM — Station Trustee for W6AJF 
Eileen Adams, KG6QNT — Webmeistress, Editor 


Receipt of the Wireless is one of the most sought after 
benefits of membership in VOMARC—S. Marler. 


CLUB MEETINGS are held on the third Wednesday of 
each month at McDougal Hall at the Sonoma 
Developmental Center, Eldridge or the City of Sonoma 
Police Department EOC 175 1° St West. Meetings start 
at 19:30 local (7:30 P.M.). 


WEB PAGE: hitp://www.vomarc.org/ 


Nets are held every Wednesday night at 19:30 (7:30 
P.M.) local, except meeting nights on the 145.350 
repeater, -600 kHz, PL 88.5 Hz. 


ACS holds a net each Monday evening at 19:30 local on 
the 146.205, +600, PL 88.5 Hz repeater. 


PACKET STATION INFO: The VOMARC packet station 
is off the air until further notice. 


CLUB BREAKFASTS are held on the first Saturday of 
each month at Palms Grill (formerly Issa's) Restaurant, 
18999 Sonoma Highway, Sonoma. The fun starts at 
09:30 local. 


Comments and submissions of material may be sent to: 
Eileen@vom.com 
Valley of the Moon ARC, Inc. 


°/o Sonoma Police Department 
175 First Street West 
Sonoma, CA 95476 


2013 ACS 2013 VOMARC 
Net Control Assignments Net Control Assignments 


Name Call Name Call 
JANUARY EILEEN KG6QNT JANUARY KJ6QIQ 
FEBRUARY JIM K6UUW FEBRUARY K6UUW 
MARCH KEN N6KM MARCH NJ6E 
APRIL KEN N6KM APRIL KG6FIL 
MAY RACHEL KIGHDG MAY KG6N 
JUNE GEORGE K6ITE JUNE W1EJ 
JULY CRAIG KF6QZP JULY KJ6EIG 
AUGUST DEAN KIGFFM AUGUST KF6QZP 
SEPTEMBER SAM W5LTP SEPTEMBER W5LTP 
OCTOBER DICK KF6FZM OCTOBER KF6FZM 
NOVEMBER MIKE WD6TMH NOVEMBER WB6TMH 
DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR DECEMBER DARREL WD6BOR 


THE NEXT MEETING WILL BE Our Annual Christmas Dinner, Wed, DECEMBER 11, 6:00pm at 
the Mary’s Pizza Shack in Boyes Springs 
SEE YOU THERE. 


VOMARC MEMBERSHIP 
VOMARC 2013 Membership Dues: $15/year individual; $5/year family member. 


VOMARC encourages its members to join the ARRL. More information is available at www.arrl.org. 
QST is available to blind and physically handicapped individuals on audio cassette from the Library of Congress, National 
Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. Call 1-800-424-8567. 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Address: APT: 


City: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


Name: CALL: EMAIL: 


VOMARC: $ Complimentary with Class--Date: 


Membership Moment, From the Database Queen 


Dues may be mailed to VOMARC in care of the Sonoma Police Department, 175 1° St West, CA 95476, or brought to the 
next meeting. 
Your check should be made payable to: VOMARC. 
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